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INTRODUCTION
 This exhibition was conceived of, prepared, and installed with the 
assistance of three of KFAC’s student employees. Kristin Busby, Gabe Lewis, 
and Sarah Lunsford are all talented individuals studying in MSU’s Department 
of Art and Design.
	 When	a	planned	 exhibition	 fell	 through	due	 to	 a	 scheduling	 conflict	
in late summer, I asked Kristin and Sarah what type of show they thought 
KFAC should present this fall. They proposed an exhibition that would draw 
from KFAC’s Permanent Collection, augmented by new works from artists 
and loans from private lenders, to examine the devil as a leading character in 
Kentucky folk art. I immediately asked them to pull all of the devil’s from our 
collection	area,	and	place	them	in	an	unused	office	space	for	preparation,	
quickly	turning	the	small	office	into	a	comically	frightening	hellscape.
 As Kristin Busby left KFAC in August to return to her duties and 
studies in the art department, she was replaced ably by Gabe Lewis, who came 
to KFAC through a fellowship with MSU’s Center for Regional Engagement. 
Sarah wrote the essay for this catalog.  Kristin and Gabe headed up the hands-
on work of collection management, conservation, and exhibition preparation. 
I think you will agree that all three students can be proud of their work in 
producing	this	fine	and	arresting	exhibition.	
 ~ Matt Collinsworth
September 19, 2016
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Heaven Sent (detail), William 
Miller & Rick Bryant, 
1990, bull skull & paint,  
Collection of Leraye Bunn
THE DEVIL MADE US DO IT
“Never a possession, always the possessor, with skin as pale as smoke, 
and eyes tawny and sharp as yellow wine: Desire is everything you’ve 
ever wanted. Whoever you are. Whatever you are. Everything…I am De-
sire, am I not? That is what I am; that is what I do. I make things want 
things. Where I touch, things want and need and love - drawn to their 
objects of desire like butterflies to a candle-flame.”  
-Neil Gaiman, The Sandman
 
 In the past, the devil was thought to be behind all evil, theoretically forcing 
people to perform acts against their will. Possession was a very real and present 
danger during those times, and was blamed for any number of problems. So, 
this may be where the phrase, “the devil made me do it,” comes from originally. 
Anything supernatural or unexplainable could be blamed on the devil. 
 Artists have often been seen as tormented individuals, and therefore 
more affected by the supernatural. Their work was often regarded with suspicion. 
And, the meaning of their work would need to be masked to protect them from 
censure and persecution. Perhaps some of this distrust could be attributed to 
having abilities that were special or being able to capture aspects of the world 
that not everyone could. 
 A popular myth is still that the devil wants to tempt each of us with 
our deepest desires in trade for our souls. Just as Faust was happy to exchange 
his soul for unlimited knowledge and worldly pleasure, often it is thought that 
artist’s gifts are achieved in this same way. 
 An example of this is the popular folk legend and a theme from his own 
songs of Robert Johnson who stood at the crossroads and sold his soul to the 
devil in exchange for guitar playing prowess. This is a common concept that is 
explored in many art forms, so it is in folk art as well. 
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Highway 75, LaVon Williams, 2016, painted wood & metal, 
KFAC Permanent Collection
4Booger Man, Earnest Patton, 1989, 
painted carved wood, KFAC Permanent Collection
Devil with Pitchfork & Chain, Carl McKenzie, 1970s, 
painted carved wood, Collection of Barry Crume
5Demon Possest Devil with Friends, 
Ronald Cooper, 1993, 
painted carved wood, 
KFAC Permanent Collection,
Gift from Jean & Denny Dorton
 The devil has been portrayed in many ways throughout the years, 
from the standard red with pitchfork and forked tail, to the fallen but angelic 
presence, and to a character who appears fully human. In folk art, the devil is 
often portrayed as bright red with a pitchfork and beard, such as in Charley 
Kinney’s Devil Burning Wicked or Ronald Cooper’s Hell’s Many Faces. 
Such dramatic depictions of the devil explore the devil as a concept, as some-
thing not of this world. While pieces like Ernest Patton’s Booger Man portray 
a darker image that suggest the exploration of an entity with a more sinister 
intent.
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Devil Burning Wicked, Charley Kinney, 1988, paint on poster board, 
KFAC Permanent Collection
 In	sharp	contrast,	sometimes	the	devil	becomes	a	reflection	of	us,	such	
as in Eve Listening to the Fallen Angel by Jo Neace Krause, where he is not 
human but is more approachable. This can be seen in literature as well. The 
Devil plays prominently in the exploration of man’s inherent nature, often not 
as	an	evil	figure	but	as	the	traits	which	make	men	lost.	In	Paradise Lost, John 
Milton makes Satan a beautiful, tragic hero worthy of some sympathy: 
Abashed the devil stood and felt how awful goodness  
is and saw Virtue in her shape how lovely: and pined his loss.
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Eve Listening to the Fallen Angel, Jo Neace Krause, 2013, oils on canvas, 
KFAC Permanent Collection
Why the devil? Why not paint only 
the good? Perhaps it is a way to 
question our own dark natures, 
or to work through issues that have 
affected	us,	or	to	find	our	way	on	the	
path of life, which can only be found 
through the dark. As Milton says 
“Long is the way and hard, that out 
of Hell leads up to light.” Artists 
have long used their art to explore 
their personal turmoil and issues. 
The depictions of devils, strange 
phenomena, and hell are mere reflections of the 
exploration of their inner selves. By producing their 
demons in wood or on canvas, they prompt the viewer 
to explore her own demons. 
Sara Lunsford
September, 2016
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The Root of All, Rebecca Miller Campbell, 2016, 
fabric, paint, & wool
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